
De6r Comminee Memb€rs:

I am the mothcr ofa 2o-y.ar-old nonv.rb6l man with sevcE autism. He is physically aSgrersive
and requires I : I , snd sometm€s I :2 stamng 2417. He is curr.ntly in an MDSC goup home in
Mhsoula. We are inexpressibly gratetul for his placement, his team, and the cost plan that makes
it possible.

I wile to say, first, lhat the impscl ofthe culs on ny own son's se|iccs has prinarily been lh€
incre.seofhis Medicaid cis€ manage/s c$eload from 30 cli€ors toover60. This scverely
impects her abiliiy to look out for her clidrts, panicularly those with no families who rcly solely
on her ro ensure lhey are ssfe and cared for.

S€cond, ir is hean-breaking thal Hel€na Indusrries had to close due ro the curs. I assume that is
nol fixable wirh lhe influx ofrevenu€, hrt I wan! ro Dot€ ir here. It's a sickening loss.

Third,lhe problem lhat plagues my son's services conlinues lo be d,trculty hinng/rclaining
staft MDSC hrs had 40-52 unfillcd operinss for rhe I 5 monrhs my son has been in llleir car€.
They clos.d two homes lsst yesr, unable ro stsfrrhem; ihis is a scrious loss, since MDSC is rhe
in-state a8cncy that vorks uith the morc challcnScd, duallydiagnosed folks lhlt AWARE,
Opportnit, and olher agencies won t lake on (something I know too well from pelsonal
experience). Approving a mise for direct care staE not tunding thai mise, then taking away
houE and waSes is making a bad situation wolse.

Finally, Motrrana fails ro provide a higher level ofcarc forpeopledually disgroscd wirh
d€velopmental disabilities + bchaviorauaggr€ssion issues. Whilc the state cunently will pay
$685/dsy lor out-of-s(ate behavioral lrealtnent for 2l aod under when the issue is lorced
(achicvcd ooly tlrmugh political rnd public pr€ssure rnd inhumane trerlmcnt offamili6), in thc
case of! bebavioml crisis the only option for my adulr soo would b€ warm Sprinss - an
overcrowded, locked facility wirh unlrained slaff, plagued wilh slaffinS iisues and alleSations of

Wherber rh€ cune influx ofr€venu€ can address any ofthese issues,I do not know. BulIs/anl
you ro know the problems slaled above ar€ real, and lhe people lhey afrccl are IMPORTANT snd

prccious- They are Mo anans, descrving ofcompassionale, hined carEsivers, mesninSful wo*,

Thank you for your time and allention.

Sinc€rely, Sha*na Hanson
Gus'Muna
406 549 0136
cekics@brcsnan.net


